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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 2 and 3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Shuji (11- 
304130). Shuji shows the seatbelt pretensioner, which contains an explosive component, is 
subjected to thermal treatment at a temperature that is equal to or higher than an ignition point of 
the explosive component after removing the attachments, a seatbelt pretensioner and attachments 
thereof, wherein only a part containing an explosive component is removed from the seatbelt 
pretensioner, and this part is subjected to thermal treatment at a temperature that is equal to or 
higher than an ignition point of the explosive component (paragraphs 1-3, abstract). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Shuji (1 1- 
304130) in view of Daicel (9-253619). Shuji discloses the seatbelt pretensioner, which contains 
an explosive component, is subjected to thermal treatment at a temperature that is equal to or 
higher than an ignition point of the explosive component after removing the attachments, a 
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seatbelt pretensioner and attachments thereof, wherein only a part containing an explosive 
component is removed from the seatbelt pretensioner, and this part is subjected to thermal 
treatment at a temperature that is equal to or higher than an ignition point of the explosive 
component (paragraphs 1-3, abstract), a thermally treating tower (36, fig. 1), a seatbelt 
pretensioner introducing port for introducing the seatbelt pretensioner into the thermally treating 
tower (50, fig. 1), a heating device disposed in the interior of the thermally treating tower (16, 
fig. 1), and a cooling device for cooling gas that is discharged from the thermally treating tower 
(40, 42, 44, fig. 1). Shuji discloses applicant's invention substantially as claimed with the 
exception of attachments. Daicel teaches attachments (paragraphs 10-13 and abstract) for the 
purpose of improving efficiency. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
modify Shuji by including attachments as taught by Daicel for the purpose of improving 
efficiency so that operating costs are reduced. 

Claims 4 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Shuji (11- 
304130) in view of Daicel (9-253619) as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Daicel 
(7-277131). Shuji (1 1-304130) in view of Daicel (9-253619) discloses applicant's invention 
substantially as claimed with the exception of valuable resources, including metals, are separated 
and recovered from combustion residue produced by the thermal treatment, the removed 
attachments and/or the seatbelt pretensioner that remains after removal of the part containing the 
explosive component are further dismantled, whereby plastics and metals are separated and 
recovered according to type. Daicel teaches valuable resources, including metals, are separated 
and recovered from combustion residue produced by the thermal treatment, the removed 
attachments and/or the seatbelt pretensioner that remains after removal of the part containing the 
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explosive component are further dismantled, whereby plastics and metals are separated and 
recovered according to type (abstract, full text) for the purpose of recovering materials. It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Shuji by including valuable 
resources, including metals, are separated and recovered from combustion residue produced by 
the thermal treatment, the removed attachments and/or the seatbelt pretensioner that remains 
after removal of the part containing the explosive component are further dismantled, whereby 
plastics and metals are separated and recovered according to type as taught by Daicel (7-277131) 
for the purpose of recovering materials ot prevent improper disposal and possible sale of scrap 
materials. 

Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Shuji (1 1-304130) 
in view of Daicel (9-253619) as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Burkett 
(1626180). Shuji (1 1-304130) in view of Daicel (9-253619) discloses applicant's invention 
substantially as claimed with the exception of an indoor facility comprising a lightning 
conductor. Burkett teaches an indoor facility comprising a lightning conductor.for the purpose 
of protecting the building. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
modify Shuji by including an indoor facility comprising a lightning conductor as taught by 
Burkett (1626180) for the purpose of protecting the building to prevent property damage. 

Claims 2-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Shuji (11- 
304130) in view of Kanto (2002-204948). Shuji discloses which contains an explosive 
component, is subjected to thermal treatment at a temperature that is equal to or higher than an 
ignition point of the explosive component after removing the attachments, and attachments 
thereof, wherein only a part containing an explosive component is removed from the . . and this 
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part is subjected to thermal treatment at a temperature that is equal to or higher than an ignition 
point of the explosive component (paragraphs 1-3, abstract). Kanto teaches the seatbelt 
pretensioner (abstract) for the purpose of disposing of the item: It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Shuji by including the seatbelt pretensioner as taught 
by Kanto for the purpose of disposing of the item to insure public safety. 

Claims 1 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Shuji (11- 
304130) in view of Daicel (9-253619) and Kanto (2002-204948). Shuji discloses, which contains 
an explosive component, is subjected to thermal treatment at a temperature that is equal to or 
higher than an ignition point of the explosive component after removing the attachments, a and 
attachments thereof, wherein only a part containing an explosive component is removed from the 
. . ., and this part is subjected to thermal treatment at a temperature that is equal to or higher than 
an ignition point of the explosive component (paragraphs 1-3, abstract), a thermally treating 
tower (36, fig. 1), a . . . introducing port for introducing the . . . into the thermally treating tower 
(50, fig. 1), a heating device disposed in the interior of the thermally treating tower (16, fig. 1), 
and a cooling device for cooling gas that is discharged from the thermally treating tower (40, 42, 
44, fig. 1). Daicel teaches attachments (paragraphs 10-13 and abstract) for the purpose of 
improving efficiency. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify 
Shuji by including attachments as taught by Daicel for the purpose of improving efficiency so 
that operating costs are reduced. Kanto teaches the seatbelt pretensioner (abstract) for the 
purpose of disposing of the item. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
modify Shuji by including the seatbelt pretensioner as taught by Kanto for the purpose of 
disposing of the item to insure public safety. 
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Claims 4 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Shuji (1 1- 
304130) in view of Daicel (9-253619) and Kanto (2002-204948) as applied to claim 1 above, and 
further in view of Daicel (7-277131). Shuji (1 1-304130) in view of Daicel (9-253619) and Kanto 
(2002-204948) discloses applicant's invention substantially as claimed with the exception of 
valuable resources, including metals, are separated and recovered from combustion residue 
produced by the thermal treatment, the removed attachments and/or .., that remains after removal 
of the part containing the explosive component are further dismantled, whereby plastics and 
metals are separated and recovered according to type. Daicel teaches valuable resources, 
including metals, are separated and recovered from combustion residue produced by the thermal 
treatment, the removed attachments and/or . . . that remains after removal of the part containing 
the explosive component are further dismantled, whereby plastics and metals are separated and 
recovered according to type (abstract, full text) for the purpose of recovering materials. It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Shuji by including valuable 
resources, including metals, are separated and recovered from combustion residue produced by 
the thermal treatment, the removed attachments and/or . . . that remains after removal of the part 
containing the explosive component are further dismantled, whereby plastics and metals are 
separated and recovered according to type as taught by Daicel (7-277131) for the purpose of 
recovering materials to prevent improper disposal and possible sale of scrap materials. 

Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Shuji (1 1-304130) 
in view of Daicel (9-253619) and Kanto (2002-204948) as applied to claim 1 above, and further 
in view of Burkett (1626180). Shuji (1 1-304130) in view of Daicel (9-253619) and Kanto (2002- 
204948) discloses applicant's invention substantially as claimed with the exception of an indoor 
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facility comprising a lightning conductor. Burkett teaches an indoor facility comprising a 
lightning conductor for the purpose of protecting the building. It would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art to modify Shuji by including an indoor facility comprising a lightning 
conductor as taught by Burkett (1626180) for the purpose of protecting the building to prevent 
property damage. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kenneth B. Rinehart whose telephone number is 571-272-4881. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 7:20 -4:20. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Conclusion 
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